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ACCEPTS INVITATION
TO STATEN ISLAND

Mayor will
apologize in
newsletter
for remarks

By FRAIDY REISS
COASTAL MONMOUTH BUREAU

BELMAR — A written mea culpa
and a day in Staten Island

That's how Mayor Kenneth E
Pringle will begin to dispel public
outcry against a borough newslet-
ter in which he took aim at “Staten
Island girls,” “guidos” and
blondes.

The apology will appear in the
next issue of the
weekly newslet-
ter, which is due
out today and
likely will be the
last issue of the
Belmar Summer
Rental News,
Pringle said It
follows six apolo-
gies the mayor said he gave to six
television stations during the last
couple of days.

“I apologized to anyone that I'd
offended with my remarks,” said
Pringle, who has insisted his writ
was Intended as “tongue in

Rutgers tuition going up 8.5%

Total on-campus cost: $21,482 a year

ing. the stands at Rutgers Stadium on

itinues on the addition of luxury

Scaffolding covers
Wednesday as work
boxes and additional seats. The $102 million project is
being completed as tuition is rising another 8.5 percent.

By CHRISTINE SPARTA
SANNETTT NEW JERSEY

NEW BRUNSWICK Tui
tion will increase 8.5 percent
for Rutgers students under a
$1.816 billion budget adopted
at Thursday's Board of Gover:
nors meeting

Tuition in the coming aca
demic year will rise from
$8,541 to $9,2 up $727

for state residents.

Students who lived on the
New Brunswick campus paid
$20,168 last year for tuition,
fees and room and board. In
the coming academic
they will pay $21.482

a6s
percent increase overall. Last
year, the increase was 6.1 per-
cent

For out of state fulltime
students, the tuition for
2008-2009 will rise to $19,482

from $17,709 last

Every area of thi v
sity s impacted,” said Nancy
Win auer, vice president
for sity budgeting at
Rutgers. She said R all

faces cuts in
and course offt

The board allocated an ad-
ditional $26 million in uni

See Rutgers, Page A2

IRAQI GIRL HAS HOPE FOR NORMAL LIFE AFTER SURGERY IN LAKEWOOD

TWIN PHYSICIANS KEEP PROMISE: Two brothers, while serving in the U.S. Amy in Iraq, were

in an explosion, to operate on his 10-year-old daughter, bom with a blad er outside her bod:
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rsuaded by a dls'ruugh' father, later killed

ByMICMAELAM&EI.
ZACH P
r\.», W
LAKEWOOD — For nearly a

-Saadi
in his

worked feve
homeland of Iraq
help for his d
was born with }
outside of her body

Al-Saadi
was able to arrange two oper-
ations in Iraq, but both were

unsuccessful, so Zahraa

Qusay Abdul-

kadhim Al-

Saadi walked ‘e
around in con-

stant discom- knew we
fort, unable to fiad a

participate in 5 " g

activities with
to accom-

other children.
On July 25,
2007, while DﬁS‘L v
We just
could not

walking with
his family in
Baghdad,
Qusay Al-Saadi i)
was killed in a s
roadside bomb- Dr. Vance
ing. Shortly be- Moss
fore his death,
he contacted two US. Army
officers — twin brothers, Dr.
Vince Moss and Dr. Vance
Moss, pleading with them to
help his ailing daughter and
allow her to live a normal life.
Yesterday, the brothers de-
livered on their promise and
completed a six-hour surgery
at Kimball Medical Center,
successfully correcting the
malformation. In the process,
they were also able to remove
a piece of shrapnel in the
10-year-old's right leg, which
had lodged there on the night

See Iragi, Page A4

plays a handicapped tag, the
25-year-old’s life has only sped
up since he lost his leg in Iraq
three years ago. A scuba suit
with one leg rolled up and tied
off is testament to that.

Fueled by a desire to help
encourage other disabled vet
erans, Schwartz recently met
Stewart Snyder, a scuba in-
structor for those with disa-

bilities who gives lessons at
CentraState Medical Center in
Freehold Township.

Schwartz visited New Jer-
sey from Abingdon, Va., with
his fiancee, Emily Phipps, and
now both are certified to
scuba dive on their honey-
moon. Their wedding is

See Guardsman, Page A4

who gives scuba lessons to the disabled at CentraState
v.mmu-u (STAFF PHOTD: JOSHUA RLEY)
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Panel to
probe health
insurance
cancellations

NEWS SERVICE

|
A congressional committee

will investigate the health in
urance industry’s practice of
revoking benefits when policy
holders  develop costly il
nesses

The practice, known as
post-claims underwriting,”
can leave families without cov
erage and facing substantial
medical bills, witnesses told
the House Oversight and Gov
ernment Reform Committee on
Thursday. Committee Chair
man Henry Waxman, D-Calif,,
said he plans to request docu:

ments from health insurers.
The cancellations occur in
policies purchased by individ-
uals, not in employer-spon-
sored group plans. The issue
has become part of a debate
over how much the US.
should rely on individual cov-
erage. Sen. John McCain, R-
, the presumptive Repub-
presidential nominee,
wants to use tax incentives to
help Americans buy individ-
ual policies. Sen. Barack

Obama of Ilinois, his Demo- |

cratic opponent, backs greater
reliance on plans sponsored by
employers and the govern-
ment.

“Post-claims underwriting is
a sanitized name for an excep-
tionally offensive practice, ret-
roactively denying health in-
surance to people who get sick
and when they get sick,” Wax-
man said at the hearing. “In-
surers are using technicalities
or trumped-up misrepresenta-
tions to rescind policies after
individuals get sick and accu-
mulate hundreds of thousands
of dollars in medical bills.”
Insurers have defended the
revocations as necessary when
they discover that members
committed fraud or misrepre-
sented their health in applying
for coverage. Abuses by cus-
tomers skew the assessment of
how risky and expensive it
will be to cover someone,
according to the insurers.

Only 0.2 percent of the poli-
cies bough( by individuals and

RS -, B

Dr. Vance Moss works on Zahraa Quuy Abdn"(ldhlm Al-Saadi’s exposed bladder. Assisting is

Scrub Nurse Marie Pendleton.

Iraqi

FROM PAGE A1

her father was killed

“The operation was an amaz-
ing success,” said Vance Moss.
“She is dry now, she has a nor-
mal anatomy, she has every-
thing that a young child would
need. We knew we had a mis-
sion to accomplish and we went
about it with a relentless pur-
suit of perfection. We just could
not fail, especially in a situation
like this, when the mother and
the child traveled 15 days
through the desert to get here.”

The young girl and her
mother, Zaennab Mohammed
Hasham Kharabah, have been
staying at the home of Gigi Gha-
nem in Monroe since July 5,
preparing for the operation and
completing the necessary paper-
work. The operation was made
possible by the work of the New
Jersey chapter of the Palestine
Children’s Relief Fund, a non-
profit organization that ar-
ranges free medical care for
sick and injured children from
the Middle East.

With Ghanem serving as an
interpreter, Kharabah talked
about the operation.

“I wanted this surgery be-
cause it's a new beginning for
my daughter,” she said. “They
did what they could do in Iraq
with limited technology and
medical abilities. But they re-
ally weren't successful and she
has to wear a diaper around the
bladder. . .. Hopefully, now she
will be able to lead a normal life
like a young girl should and be
able to do things like swim-
ming”

Arlene Mikkelsen, a member

of the P Children’s Re-
lief Fund, said the young girl's
situation was really compro-
mised in Iraq because the doc-
tors there were being killed and
others were threatened.
“Many of the doctors fled the
country, and one of them was
doctor,” said Mikkel-
sen. “Her latest doctor got in
touch with us about a year ago
and asked if we could do some-
o help her. We worked

In her hospital bed, Zahraa
smiles as she awaits her sur-
gery at Kimball Medical cen-
ter in Lakewood.

Risky surgery

Prior to the surgery, Dr.
Vance Moss detailed the young
girl's condition and explained
what they hoped to accomplish.

“Right now she is wet, walk-
ing around, leaking every-
where,” Vance Moss said. “Our
main goal is to make her dry
and bring in all her abdominal
muscles that did not form cor-
rectly because of this entity. The
idea is to internalize the bladder
and make sure she has a mecha-
nism to stay dry. If she does not,
we will produce a Mitrofanotoff
valve in which we will take a
piece of the cecum and appendix
and attach it to whatever blad-
der she has and that will ba-
sically serve as a channel which
will come right outside her belly
button.”

As he prepared to step into
the operation room, Vance Moss
admitted that this was “an in-
credibly emotional period” for
him, and he really hadn't been
sleeping well lately.

“This is a very risky proce-
dure that should have been done
a long time ago,” Vance Moss
saxd “My brother and 1 would

we said we weren't

nenuus It's almost like the fa-

ther is up in heaven looking at

us, making sure this goes cor-
xec'.ly *

By 2 p.m., Zahraa was under
anesthesia as Vance Moss per-
formed a biopsy on her bladder.
Although there is scarring from
past botched surgeries, no can-
cer cells had formed, and an im-

BEHIND THE NEWS

@ Twin brothers Vince
and Vance Mou.

U.S. Army

are ihﬁ phynchm at
Kimball Medical Cen-

ter in Lakewood.
©® The Moss brothers
ated on a 10-year
girl from Iraq yester-
day and corrected a
where
the r,lllld was born
th her bladder

© The broulers are 37
years old. Dr. Vance
Moss lives in Free-
hold and Dr. Vince
Moss lives in Long
rai
©® The U.S. military al-
lowed the Moss broth-
ers to be assigned to
a nonprofit medical
group.
©® With Afghan army
escorts, they traveled
thmughout central Af-
ghanistan treating ci-
vilians in 2 and
2007.

@ Earlier this year,
they did philanthropic
medical work in Iraq.

to a small hole — a “second belly |
button” — through her skin. The
opening is sewn shut.

Zahraa will learn to catheter-
ize herself through the new hale
to drain her bladder.

Tired, but refieved
The doctors walked out of the
operating room at 9 p.m., weary
and visibly relieved. |
Mission accomplished. |
“To see the mother crying |
tears of joy when we were fin- |
ished was just such an incred- |
ible feeling.” Vance Moss said
“The father was with us teday, |
too, Every time I reached up to |
see the light in the operating
room, you could almost see his
face, peering down on us. The |
best feeling now is knmnng he




